Minneapolis
City of Lakes

Business Information Services

Date:  Thursday, February 14% 2008
To: Craig Steiner
Fr: David Roth (BIS PMO Manager)

Re: City of Minneapolis Safety Camera overview

Here is a brief overview of Safety and Security Camera system operation:

The purpose of the Minneapolis Safety and Security Camera System is to view street activities in the
covered areas. A+ Systems Group and Unisys (Camera Vendors) is utilizing Pan-Tilt-Zoom (PTZ)
cameras which send video back to respective Minneapolis Palice Precinct locations. This video is
transmitted via any number of means; i.e., private wireless network, fiber optics, copper, DSL, WiFi, etc.
Once this video reaches the police precinct, it is recorded on the server array. This system is not
currently being utilized to record audio. Both live images from the streets and video which is stored on
the server array are accessed via a Video Remote Access Stations (VRAS). Through a VRAS, an
operator is able to monitor the cameras, control PTZ cameras (turn, tilt, zoom in and out) and review
recorded images. The cameras currently being utilized by A+ Systems and Unisys for the Safety and
Security Camera System have a 30x optical zoom. These cameras typically allow the operator to

view objects such as faces and license plates in good detail up to approximately one city block away.
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