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NASCO STATEMENT ON MINN. I 35 BRIDGE TRAGIC ACCIDENT

The Board of Directors of North America’s SuperCorridor Coalition, Inc. (NASCO) joins the nation in expressing its heartfelt sympathy to all touched by the tragic loss of life and injury resulting from the collapse of the Interstate 35W bridge in Minneapolis. Our sincere condolences go to the many families directly affected, and to our NASCO partners and members in Minnesota, including our colleagues at the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT).

We know our colleagues at MnDOT and federal authorities will achieve with greatest urgency the restoration of transportation services on I-35W and the Minneapolis bridge, and that their work with the National Transportation Safety Board will identify the cause of the bridge failure, and do so in a way that delivers permanent, great benefit to the people of every state in the Union. 

For more than 13 years, NASCO’s members, united along 1,500 miles of I-35 from Texas to Minnesota, have stood at the forefront of driving public and private sectors to unite to address strategically critical national transportation, public safety, economic development and environmental issues. Never have these issues been of greater importance and consequence for the nation. The tragedy and dislocation of the I-35W bridge has hit home in the I-35 Corridor family as it has across the nation. We believe the future of our people, our economy and our nation is directly tied to the attention and care given to our nation’s strategic transportation infrastructure. 
NASCO, a non-profit group initially founded in 1994 as the I-35 Corridor Coalition, represents member cities, counties, states, provinces and private sector members with a single-minded devotion to maximizing the safety, security and efficiency of the existing infrastructure of the NASCO Corridor, a critical core asset of the National Highway System, linking the heartland of America with our nation’s No. 1 and No. 3 trade partners.

Our focus always has been on maximizing the safety, security and efficiency of our existing transportation infrastructure to support our nation’s transportation and mobility needs, and to ensure the nation’s future mobility, and thus, its economic competitiveness, job creation and trade. 
We recognize the vast implications for our nation’s long-term economic prosperity of our transport system’s ability to sustain economic growth. The tragedy in Minnesota underscores the extraordinary need for our nation’s leaders to focus resolutely on shoring up the existing core elements of our national highway system.
More than half of our nation’s interstate highway bridges, like in Minneapolis, date from 1967 and earlier.  When the national highway system came into being in 1956, the U.S. population stood at 169 million. In 1967, when the Minneapolis bridge was built, our national population stood at 200 million.  Earlier this year, the U.S. population surpassed 300 million. In this period of enormous domestic population and domestic U.S. economic expansion, it is evident our national commitment to support and maintain our nation’s transportation infrastructure has not kept pace with our fundamental national needs.

At NASCO, a union of the public and private sectors of the nation along a common corridor, we shall remain, as we have for the last 13 years, determined to contribute to the effort to raise the consciousness of our local, state and national leaders to the critical U.S. transportation infrastructure that is the fundamental element that sustains all the jobs and activities of our national economy. The victims and those affected by the Minneapolis tragedy deserve no less.
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