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Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: What is NASCO?
A. NASCO is a tri-national, non-profit, trade and transportation coalition working to make international and domestic trade more efficient and secure along the existing network of transportation systems (including highways, rail, inland ports and deep-water ports) running north-south through the central U.S., Canada and Mexico.

A non-profit incorporated group, NASCO was initially founded in 1994 as the I-35 Corridor Coalition and incorporated as NASCO in 1996. It is overseen by a Board of Directors representing its dues-paying members from the public and private sector from all three countries. 
From almost immediately after the Jan. 1, 1994 entry into effect of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), NASCO has sought and backed Corridor-related initiatives to enhance border security, cargo safety and operational efficiency of existing transportation infrastructure. NAFTA’s reduction of import tariffs and trade barriers in North America powerfully stimulated trade that strengthened the economies of its partner nations and greatly increased cargo freight movement within the NASCO Corridor.
Q. Who are the members of NASCO? 

A. NASCO’s dues-paying membership includes public and private sector entities along the Corridor in Canada, the United States and Mexico. From the largest border crossing in North America (The Ambassador Bridge in Detroit, Michigan and Windsor, Canada) and Manitoba, Canada, to the second largest border crossing of Laredo, Texas and Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, and South to the Mexican Ports of Manzanillo and Lazaro Cardenas, the impressive, tri-national NASCO membership truly reflects the international scope of the Corridor and the regions it impacts.     

Q. Why do members choose to work within NASCO? 

A. NASCO members include cities, counties, states, provinces and private sector representatives dedicated to maximizing the efficiency and security of their existing trade and transportation infrastructure roughly shadowing U.S. Interstate Highways 35/29/94  and the connecting Canadian and Mexican transportation infrastructure (the NASCO Corridor), as well as the intermodal inland ports along the NASCO Corridor.

The prestige and standing of its members and 13 years of innovative, forward-thinking policy development and advocacy have won for NASCO and its members a high degree of credibility and appreciation from local, state and national governments in North America.

NASCO is a non-governmental group that stimulates the public and private sectors to work with a common voice to address national and international trade, transportation, security and environmental issues of grave importance to NASCO Corridor economic development, job creation and quality of life. 
Q. What is NASCO’s purpose/mission?
NASCO’s purpose is to boost economic activity while supporting needed infrastructure improvements, technological/security innovations and environmental initiatives along the Corridor. In doing so, NASCO’s efforts have and will continue to create job opportunities and enhance the well being of workers, residents and consumers in the U.S., Canada and Mexico.

Q. What is the focus of the NASCO organization?

A. NASCO’ focus is on maximizing the efficiency of our existing transportation infrastructure to support international trade and our nation’s cargo security. We recognize the extraordinary implications for our nation’s long-term economic prosperity of our transport system’s ability to sustain that growth.
NASCO utilizes strategic planning, coordination, advocacy and education to encourage best practices and cooperation that will boost economic activity and support needed infrastructure improvements, technological innovations and environmental initiatives within the SuperCorridor.

Q. What are NASCO’s goals?

A. NASCO’s goals include the development of safe and secure cargo tracking and management processes, data aggregation and logistics systems to enhance Homeland Security while also facilitating tri-national trade, economic development and job creation.

Q. What is the NASCO SuperCorridor territory?

A. The NASCO Corridor encompasses multimodal transportation infrastructure on or in close proximity to U.S. Interstate Highways 35, 29 and 94, and the significant connectors to those highways in Canada and Mexico.  The effectiveness of cargo movements along the NASCO Corridor directly impacts North America’s continental trade flow, the largest in the world. 

Q. What is the challenge for the U.S. and NASCO in meeting future transport demands?

The NAFTA signatory nations and our Corridor through the continental heartland in particular, face daunting challenges in adapting to absorb the coming tsunami of burgeoning cargo freight tonnage. U.S. studies forecast national freight tonnage to increase nearly 70 percent by 2020. General cargo tonnage is projected to more than double, with some key freight gateways expected to see a tripling in freight volumes between 1998 and 2020.
NASCO knows that as international trade grows as a part of the U.S.’ and North America’s economy, the demand for freight transportation to support will grow strongly too along with the challenge of traffic congestion on U.S. highways and railways and on the  local, regional and national environments. 
Q. How has international trade grown as a challenge for NASCO and North America?

In 1970, international trade represented just 12 percent of the U.S. Gross Domestic Product (GDP). By 2000, trade surged to 25% of U.S. GDP. U.S. economists, however, expect trade to leap to 35% or more of U.S. GDP by 2020.
Q. What is the NASCO technology innovation mission?

A.  NASCO’s primary technology mission is to:

(a) develop the world’s first international, integrated, and secure multi-modal transportation system along the International Mid-Continent Trade and Transportation Corridor through the heart of North America, and;

(b) improve both the global trade competitiveness of and the quality of life in North America.  One of the critical aspects of achieving this goal is the deployment and operation of an I-35/29/94 trade corridor management system.

Q. What does NASCO propose to respond to the transportation challenges?

To achieve its primary mission, NASCO has developed and is preparing to deploy and operate along Interstate Highways  35, 29 and 94 a trade corridor cargo tracking and management system called the North American Facilitation of Transportation, 

Trade, Reduced Congestion and Security, or NAFTRACS.

NAFTRACS is a three-phase pilot project designed to focus on business processes and information as freight is transported from buyers to sellers. The project is intended to create a partnership between businesses and local, state, and federal governments, while fostering cooperation amongst the same entities.

The NAFTRACS pilot system will:

· Identify situations that might impact the flow of commerce along the trade corridor

· Assist in managing congestion

· Track properly-equipped vehicles

· Maintain information on vehicles and crew status as it moves along the trade corridor

· Integrate data from State or Province-based Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) to provide corridor awareness for all corridor users and law enforcement
· Provide to operations personnel a common operation picture of the trade corridor,

· Provide a corridor command and control capability

· And provide the basis for efficient and secure multi-modal transportation.
Q. What is NAFTRACS intended to achieve?

A. Some of the important goals of NAFTRACS are:

1. To demonstrate the benefits of enhanced information sharing and exchange on security in the trade process, while facilitating the process of trade transactions and their transportation. 

2. To demonstrate and evaluate true integration of tracking device technologies, and how they perform with respect to security and facilitating cargo movement. 

Q. What will NAFTRACS provide?

A. An operational system derived from the proof-of-concept information management architecture will reduce the cost and congestion and improve the efficiency, mobility and velocity of freight and security of North American trade and commerce, thus enabling U.S., Canadian and Mexican government security and law enforcement agencies to accomplish their vital border security and trade facilitation missions, while strongly enhancing the security and prosperity of North America. 

While security is enhanced for governments, today’s business enterprise operators will gain what they increasingly crave and demand: visibility across the entire supply chain 
-- from origin to destination -- and with real-time data reporting about inventory, shipments-in-transit and their conditions, as well as people moving through their business system networks.

Such extremely valuable real-time information about those conditions will make it possible for NAFTRACS customer businesses to identify and eliminate wasted, unproductive efforts and dollars, to greatly streamline operations so as to supercharge efficiencies, and to consistently deliver greatly improved customer service and satisfaction that cements bonds with highly valuable existing customers and helps attract and retain new customers. 
Q. With whom is NASCO partnering to deploy the NAFTRACS tracking system?

A. To support the development of the prototype NASCO Trade Corridor Management System, NASCO) has teamed with a constellation of technology stars, including Lockheed Martin Corp., Cadre Technologies, Inc. and Savi Networks to design and deploy NAFTRACS.
Lockheed Martin Corp., the largest U.S. government contractor for the last 12 years, designs, develops, tests, manufactures and operates a full spectrum of advanced-technology systems for national security, civil and commercial customers. Chief products include a full range of remote sensing, communications instruments, and defense systems.

Savi Networks, the operator of a global network providing real-time information services on in-transit inventory, is a joint venture between Savi Technology, Inc., a Lockheed Martin Corp. company, and Hutchison Port Holdings, the world’s leading owner/operator of ports and terminals. 
Hutchison Port Holdings (HPH), a wholly-owned unit of Hutchison Whampoa Ltd, is the world’s leading port investor, developer and operator with interests in 19 countries throughout Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Europe and the Americas. Today, HPH operates more than 219 berths in 45 ports and a number of transportation related service companies. HPH Group ports and terminals handled 47.8 million TEU cargo containers in 2004. 

Cadre Technologies is the leading provider of supply chain management software for the U.S.’ fulfillment, logistics and manufacturing industries and helps automate companies’ warehouse and fulfillment management processes to lower costs and boost productivity. Cadre is the largest software provider to the third-party logistics industry and its clients include Procter & Gamble and Campbell Soup Company. 
Q. How does the NAFTRACS sensor tracking system work?

A. Savi Networks will deploy the network by installing active Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) reader/scanner equipment and software at NASCO deployment sites along the NASCO SuperCorridor, initially covering at least 10 sites from Windsor, Ontario and Winnipeg, Manitoba in Canada through the U.S. Corridor heartland major transit hub cities at the U.S.-Mexico border at Laredo, Nuevo Laredo and down through the heart of Mexico.

Users will sign up to use the NASCO NAFTRACS service to obtain information on the identity, location and status of their cargo containers as they pass through the NASCO NAFTRACS deployed network. Shippers, logistics service providers and transportation companies will be able to connect to the NAFTRACS network by installing compatible RFID equipment at their own locations to further improve the efficiency, effectiveness and security of global supply chains.

NASCO NAFTRACS technology partners will provide information services on a per-container trip basis and provide active RFID-related hardware and services to customers to extend the network to the customer’s own origin point, such as a manufacturing plant, and/or destination point, such as a distribution center. 

NAFTRACS will offer its customers a family of active RFID tags, including data rich, visibility and sensor tags, based on world standards. The customers would affix the RFID sensor tags to containers, transforming them into ‘smart containers’ able to communicate with the RFID reader/scanner network deployed along the NASCO SuperCorridor. As a result, users will gain the ability to receive information on location, security and environmental conditions, such as temperature, humidity and light, of their container and its container.

NASCO NAFTRACS will seek to establish relationships with additional transportation partners going forward to further extend the RFID network into the heartland of North America as well as to other providers of complementary and value-added information technologies and services of the global supply chain.
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